sugar milkshakes contain at least 90% milk. The Faculty is calling on the Government to raise the threshold to 95%, in line with the requirements of the School Food Standards, as this would encourage manufacturers to reformulate their products, and consumers to switch to no-added-sugar alternatives.
Dr Mick Horton, the Faculty's Dean, said: 'Drinks are now children's biggest dietary source of sugar. As dentists, we know that children should be encouraged to drink water and pure milk, and Public Health England agrees that sugary drinks have no place in a child's daily diet.
'The sugar tax is a major public health measure with the potential to help tackle high levels of child tooth decay, but exempting high-sugar milk drinks risks parents and children just switching from one high sugar drink to another in the mistaken belief that milkshakes are a healthy alternative. '
Western Counties
Western Counties Branch AGM will be held at The Hankridge Arms, Hankridge Way, Waterside, Taunton, TA1 2LR at 7 pm on Monday 7 November. To confirm your attendance or to offer apologies please contact Alun Rees, alunrees@mac.com. 
Central Counties

BDA branch events
On 20 October the British Dental Association (BDA) welcomed news that the Home Office has followed its advice -and ruled out unethical and ineffective X-rays to establish the age of child asylum seekers.
A day earlier the BDA had condemned suggestions that X-rays could be used to offer definitive proof on whether children from the Calais refugee camp are under 18 years of age, describing the tests as ineffective, inappropriate and unethical.
Wisdom teeth can erupt from the age of ten, and do not appear in some adults. These X-rays can therefore only provide an estimate of a patient's age range -while requiring them to undergo a medical procedure without their informed consent and without any planned clinical benefit.
The BDA has engaged on the issue for over a decade, and has resisted calls from successive governments to make this practice mainstream.
Judith Husband, Chair of the BDA's Education, Ethics and the Dental Team Working Group said: 'We're pleased the Home Office has finally ruled out the use of dental X-rays on child asylum seekers. It draws a line under ten years in which ministers have kept flirting with an eyecatching, but ultimately ineffective, policy.
'Dental X-rays were never going to be a silver bullet for verifying age. They aren't cheap, they aren't simple, and at the end of day they don't provide definitive results.'
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